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KEEPING 
FAITH 
WITH 

FAMILY

K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. — If the nearest 
Catholic cemetery seems a bit “lively” 
this month compared to its non-Catholic 
counterpart, there is a reason.

November is the month of the dead.
You can see Catholics visiting the 

graves of their deceased relatives, often 
tidying them up and leaving little memorials of flowers, sac-
ramentals and other items.

This is one of those “Catholic things” that many Protes-
tants and secular-minded Americans tend to misunderstand 
— thinking it’s some sort of weird, macabre celebration of 
death.

Far from it. Rather, this is a celebration of life. 

>> See “HANDING” on page 5
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Mexican artist José Guadalupe 
Posada is responsible for the famil-
iar “La Catrina” figures (portrayed 
here by sisters Jocelyn and Naomi 
Ubanda) often associated with the 
holiday, and his striking image is 
still part of modern Day of the Dead 
observances.



Last week’s 
Leaven includ-
ed an article 

about the remarkable 
success
of this year’s Gaudeamus 
dinner sponsored by 
the Catholic Education 
Foundation. 

More than 1,400 
individuals attended the 
event at the Overland Park 
Convention Center and 
raised more than $1 million 
to provide scholarships that 
make it possible for children 
to attend our Catholic 
schools.

CEF provides scholarships 
to selected Catholic 
elementary schools who are 
serving a high percentage of 
economically disadvantaged 
students. In addition to CEF 
scholarships, our parishes 
also subsidize significantly 
their parochial schools, 
in effect, providing a 
scholarship to every student. 
Moreover, our non-CEF 
schools also provide financial 
aid to families who struggle 
to pay the full tuition for their 
children.

All of our Catholic high 
schools provide a significant 
amount of tuition assistance 
to families, e.g., several of our 
secondary schools provide 
more than a million dollars 
of financial aid annually and 
the others grant scholarships 
totaling hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. In 
addition to this, every 
parish in the archdiocese 
contributes to a youth 
formation assessment, which, 
in addition to funding youth 
programs in the Wyandotte 
and the rural regions, 
provides annually $350,000 
of additional financial aid 
for Catholic high school 
students.

Over the past two years, 
I have been soliciting major 
gifts for a private appeal for 
our Catholic high schools to 
raise money to reduce the 
debts at St. James Academy 
(by $6 million) and Hayden 
High School in Topeka (by 
$1.5 million) and to help 

build an endowment at 
Bishop Ward High School 
($5 million). To date, we have 
raised $12.3 million toward 
a goal of $14 million. The 
purpose of the campaign is 
to help keep these schools 
economically affordable, so 
that their debt obligations 
do not have to be retired 
through higher tuition, or, in 
Bishop Ward’s case, so that 
endowment income can help 
keep tuition lower.

Many individuals in our 
Catholic community are 
striving mightily to make 
certain that finances are 
not an obstacle for any 
family desiring a Catholic 
education for their children. 
This is not to minimize the 
sacrifices parents are making 
to do their part in funding 
our Catholic schools. The 
financial model to sustain 
our Catholic schools requires 
sacrifices by parishes and 
parents as well as the 
generosity of benefactors, like 
those who contributed to the 
success of Gaudeamus.

It troubles me that, despite 
these efforts, a significant 
number of parents who can 
afford to pay the required 
tuition for our schools or 
could afford the tuition 
after receiving financial 
aid, are choosing not to 
send their children to a 
Catholic school. Of course, 
I am not talking about those 
places in the archdiocese 
where, unfortunately, 
Catholic schools are not 
geographically accessible. 
Nor I am talking about 
children with special needs 
that our schools may not 
be equipped to serve well. 
Although with our Perfect 
Wings program, we are able 
to accommodate the majority 
of special needs children.

Some parents are choosing 
government schools 
because they prefer their 
facilities, their academics, 
their athletics, and/or their 
extracurricular programs. 
In part, some are choosing 
government schools because 
avoiding Catholic school 
tuition increases the family’s 
discretionary income. In 
effect, these families are 
choosing material things 
over receiving help with the 
religious formation of their 
children.

Our Catholic schools 
have a long history of 
academic excellence. Our 
athletic teams generally do 
very well. Yet, academics or 
discipline — and certainly 
athletics — are not reasons 
to choose a Catholic school. 
Nor is a Catholic school just 
about receiving religious 
instruction during one class 
period each day. Our Catholic 
schools have worked hard 
to connect how what we 
believe as Catholics impacts 
how we read literature, the 
music we compose, the art 
we create, the lessons derived 
from scientific inquiry, our 
understanding of history, 
social studies, philosophy, 
anthropology, etc.

Msgr. Stuart Swetland, 
the president of Donnelly 
College, in an address he 
gave recently to Catholic high 
school presidents, principals, 
and board members, made 
the point that only our 
Catholic schools are free 
to speak about the most 
important matters. It is 
only in Catholic schools or 
other private schools that 
we can talk about God, faith, 
morality, the purpose of life, 
and life after this world. It is 
only in religious schools that 
children have the freedom 
and the opportunity to pray.

The Catholic schools 
were started in this country, 
in part, because at the time 
public (government) schools 
were anti-Catholic. In the 
19th century and well into 
the 20th century, most public 
schools actually taught a 
Protestant worldview. Since 
the latter part of the 20th 
century, government schools 

have become increasingly 
secularized. They do not 
teach Catholic children a 
competing faith, but they 
have become so sanitized 
from any expression of faith 
that they form young people 
to be skeptical of any faith 
claims. 

This is not to imply that 
there are not exceptional 
women and men of faith who 
are principals and teachers 
in public schools, but they 
are prohibited from sharing 
their faith in the classroom, 
the counseling office, the 
athletic field or the theater. 
Understandably, we do not 
want government-run schools 
teaching a particular brand of 
Christianity, Judaism, Islam, 
Buddhism, etc. Yet, in an 
effort to teach no particular 
faith, they actually evangelize 
young people to the fastest 
growing denomination in 
America — no religious 
affiliation. Government 
schools foster an agnosticism 
that basically holds if there is 

a God, it does not matter and 
is irrelevant to our lives.

Our parishes work hard to 
provide high quality school of 
religion programs. However, 
it is simply not possible to 
teach adequately the faith in 
one hour a week, no matter 
how great the program and 
how talented the catechist. 

Parents are the primary 
teachers of the faith to their 
children, regardless if a child 
is in a Catholic school or not. 
Our Catholic schools can 
provide incredible support to 
parents in passing the faith 
on to their children. Parents 
who choose not to send 
their children to a Catholic 
school must be committed 
essentially to home school 
their children in the faith. 

Catholic schools require 
significant sacrifice on the 
part of the entire Catholic 
community — pastors, 
principals, teachers, parents, 
and parishioners. I believe 
our children are well worth 
the sacrifice.
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calendar

arChbishoP
NaUMaNN
nov.  14 
Summit on “Protecting Families 
from Pornography” — Savior 
Pastoral center

holy hour with deacon Gerard 
alba, seminarians and alba 
family

nov.  15 
Priestly ordination of Gerard 
alba — cathedral of St. Peter, 
Kansas city, Kansas

Installation of Father Jeff ernst 
— St. John the evangelist, 
lawrence

nov.  16 
baptism of third or more child
mass — St. lawrence catholic 
campus center, lawrence

nov.  17 
“Shepherd’s voice” recording

nov.  18 
Priests Personnel meeting

administrative team meeting

duchesne clinic 25th               
anniversary Founders’ mass 

and reception — St. mary-St. 
anthony, Kansas city, Kansas

nov.  19 
Presbyteral council meeting

Santa marta board of trustees 
meeting

confirmation — St. Joseph, 
Wathena; St. benedict, bende-
na; and St. charles, troy

nov.  20 
holy Sepulcher annual bishops’ 
mass and dinner

arChbishoP
keLeher
nov.  15 
Priestly ordination of Gerard 
alba — cathedral of St. Peter, 
Kansas city, Kansas

nov.  16 
confirmation — Sacred heart, 
ottawa

nov.  19 
confirmation — Immaculate 
conception, louisburg

nov.  20 
holy Sepulcher annual bishops’ 
mass and dinner

Forming our children in the faith is well worth the sacrifice
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By Marc and Julie Anderson
Special to The Leaven

WAMEGO — A mas-
ter plan. A transfer 
of heritage. A to-
tally new facility at 
a new location.

Those are just a few of the phras-
es used by St. Bernard’s parishioners 
to describe their efforts in the past 
several years to plan for the future by 
embarking on a capital campaign to 
fund a new church, an administrative/
faith formation building and, finally, a 
rectory. 

Richard Weixelman, chair of the 
building committee, first coined the 
phrase “a transfer of heritage” several 
years ago when the parish began plan-
ning for and building its new church. 

“I like to use the term ‘a transfer 
of heritage’ because that’s really what 
we’ve done here,” he said, referring 
to how elements of the parish’s older 
buildings are being used in the new 
facilities. For example, some of the for-
mer church’s stained glass and stone-
work will be used in the parish hall. 

“So, we’re really just transferring 
heritage from one place to another,” 
he said.

The new administrative/faith for-
mation building is the second phase 
of the parish’s multiyear capital cam-
paign and master plan. Expected to 
cost around $2.8 million and be com-
pleted in May 2015, the 21,341-square-
foot addition will add administrative 
offices, a parish hall, classrooms, 
meeting rooms and a youth room. 
Also included is a kitchen with more 
than 1,000 square feet of space. 

“We definitely have a vision,” Weix-
elman said, adding that the intent is 
to tie both the church and the new 
formation center together as well as 
a future rectory, making it appear as 
if the complex was built at the same 
time instead of in stages. Although 
not necessarily intentional, the parish 
hired the same general contractor and 
architectural firm used for the build-
ing of its church. This, too, according 
to church members, will aid in cre-
ating a seamless look for the parish’s 
facilities.

Greg Dekat, another member of 
the committee as well as a 
finance council member, 
said the contractor 
and architect were 
hired as a team. 
In fact, the 
p a r i s h 
h i r e d 

them both on the same day. 
“We’ve just had a fantastic group of 

people to work with,” Dekat said.
Planning for this second phase be-

gan in May 2010, just a few months pri-
or to the church’s dedication on Aug. 
22. More recently, the parish finalized 
the sale of its property in July 2013. 
As result of the sale, the parish finally 
had the remaining necessary funds to 
move forward with the next steps. 

With at least 50 percent of the proj-
ect’s total cost on hand in the form of 
assets — including cash and property 
— and the remainder in the form of 
pledges, the parish of nearly 400 fam-
ilies began excavation and foundation 
work in early August. 

The ceremonial groundbreaking 
ceremony came after Mass on Nov. 2 
when Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
joined the parish, along with other 
building committee members and 

pastor, Father Mi-

chael Peterson, in tossing the first 
shovelfuls of dirt. 

Prior to breaking ground, the arch-
bishop blessed the ground with holy 
water and prayed for the project’s 
completion, as well as for all of those 
lives who will be impacted in some 
way as they use the future facilities. 
The archbishop also complimented 
parishioners on the many sacrific-
es they’ve made to achieve so much 
progress in a relatively short time. 

In his homily, the archbishop dis-
cussed the significance of Nov. 2 on 
the liturgical calendar. Known as the 
Commemoration of All Souls, the 
day is set aside by the church to re-
mind Catholics of their true calling 
to eternal life in heaven. Priests, the 
archbishop said, are privileged to 
accompany the faithful as they ap-
proach death. They are able to share 
the hope of the resurrection with 
those entrusted to their pastoral care, 
reminding them that “the horizon for 
the Christian is not confined to the 

boundaries of this world.” 
All Souls falls one day after All 

Saints’ Day, and, as the archbishop ex-
plained, saints are not only those who 
are officially canonized by the church 
but can also include parents, grand-
parents, great-grandparents and oth-
ers who came before us who are now 
a part of “a great cloud of witnesses” 
(Heb 12:1).

 Although Catholics ask the saints 
to pray for those here on earth, said 
the archbishop, All Souls reminds the 
faithful on earth to pray for those in 
purgatory, who have not yet experi-
enced the vision of heaven.

 It also reminds us, the archbishop 
said, “Our prayer group is not con-
fined to the limits of this world.” 

Most importantly though, the two 
feasts together, the archbishop said, 
remind the Catholic faithful that just 
a like track star or a jockey who con-
centrates on running toward a par-
ticular finish line, the finish line for 

the Christian is “not in this 
world” but, rath-
er, eternal life. 

Wamego parish breaks ground for new facility
A TrANsFEr oF HErITAGE
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archbishop Joseph f. Naumann, along with Joel Derouchey and richard weixelman, throw out the ceremonial first shovelfuls of dirt on Nov. 2 
during a groundbreaking ceremony for an addition to st. bernard Church in wamego. Derouchey and weixelman both sit on the parish’s building 
committee, with weixelman serving as chair. the 21,341-square-foot addition is Phase ii of a capital campaign and master building plan. 

an artist’s rendering of the new faciltiy at st. bernard Parish in wamego.



In November, Catholics celebrate the 
life of their beloved deceased — both 
their earthly life and their eternal life.  
The month starts off with the solemnity 
of All Saints on Nov. 1 and is followed by 
All Souls’ Day on Nov. 2, when we pray 
for all the faithful departed.

Praying for those souls undergoing 
their final sanctification in purgatory 
is a work of mercy, according the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church (1031). But 
it is also a time of sacred remembrance.

Catholic customs regarding All 
Saints and All Souls vary from culture 
to culture. Just as the eve of All Saints’ 
Day — All Hallows’ Eve — became pop-
ularized as Halloween in the American 
tradition, in Mexico, the Dia de los Fie-
les Difuntos — or Day of the Dead — 
celebrated on Nov. 2 is a festive, family- 
oriented occasion.

On Nov. 1, Blessed Sacrament Parish 
in Kansas City, Kansas, did its part to 
mark the important day.

Some 55 children in the parish’s re-
ligious education program, and 40 
parents, were divided into groups and 
worked on constructing one of six al-
tars, which were open for public view-
ing that evening and the morning of the 
next day.

Dia de los Fieles Difuntos is an im-
portant celebration in Mexico, ex-
plained Lucy Bernal, parish director of 
religious education. And, as director 
of both the parish’s family catechesis 
program and the confirmation class, 
she saw it as the perfect opportunity to 
bring families together to work on the 
ultimate family project.

As in the United States, the first day 
of November in Mexico is a time when 
families visit the gravesites of their de-
ceased relatives and offer prayers for 
them.

What is unique to the Mexican tra-
dition, said Bernal, is that family mem-
bers also create altars to honor their 
deceased. 

Such altars, often colorful and elab-
orate, feature traditional elements such 
as flowers and candles, and statues of 
favorite saints. They also features less 
traditional items like Coca-Cola and 
chocolate — whatever the deceased en-
joyed drinking or eating in life.

In this instance, construction of the 
altars was done in conjunction with the 
parish’s first Communion, confirmation 
and family catechesis classes.

“The reason we are doing this is to 
tell the people that [the day is] not just 

something that is sad,” said Bernal. “It is 
a time to be in prayer and offer the Mass 
on Nov. 2 for those loved ones.”

But it also offers parishioners the 
practice of a familiar devotion in their 
new setting.

“Sometimes when [parishioners] 
come from another country, they can’t 
go back to the country they came from, 
so they don’t get to enjoy that tradi-
tion,” she continued. “This is something 
that the church really supports because 
we are all supposed to come together to 
remember [the deceased] in prayer.”

Pastor Father Mark Mertes was inter-
ested in starting the tradition at Blessed 
Sacrament for exactly that reason,

“It is a good way for the parishioners 
who have origins in Mexico to recon-
nect with their country,” he said.

“It’s also a great way to connect oth-
er traditions with our Catholic faith, 
which is universal,” he added.

Ilse Torres, a confirmation candidate 
at Blessed Sacrament, offered up part of 
the confirmation group’s altar in memo-
ry of her recently deceased uncle.

“My family doesn’t really celebrate 
Dia de los Muertos,” said Torres, “so 
this is my first time.

“But it is so beautiful  — and it was 
exciting to make this project special to 
each and every person.”

Altars seen at Blessed Sacrament 

incorporated many traditional aspects 
from the celebration of Dia de los Fieles 
Difuntos in Mexico. According to Ber-
nal, some altars feature several levels 
with each one representing something 
different.

For example, the highest level is clos-
est to God. Therefore, pictures or relics 
of saints, Jesus or the Blessed Virgin 
Mary may be put on that level because 
they are closest to God. The food and 
treats, on the other hand — the things 
the person would have enjoyed during 
their life — are displayed on a lower 
level. 

Father Mertes and Bernal agree that 
it is important to know this day is about 
remembering the deceased in a positive 
way because it is supposed to be a cele-
bration of their life. 

“We recognize that we are called to 
pray for those who have died,” Bernal 
said. “As part of the tradition of Dia de 
Los Muertos, we keep praying for their 
souls.”

Xochilt Carbajal, a parishioner at 
Blessed Sacrament, used to celebrate 
Dia de los Muertos with her family in 
Mexico. Now that she lives in the Unit-
ed States, she wants to continue and 
pass on the tradition.

“This celebration directly connects 
to our Catholic faith because we re-
member the dead through this celebra-
tion,” she said. “It was passed on to us 
that the souls of the departed are always 
with us, and this is a belief we want to 
pass on.”

>> continued from page 1

handing tradition down to new generation of catholics
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More than 50 children in blessed sacrament’s religious education program, and 40 parents, di-
vided into groups and worked on constructing six altars in celebration of the Day of the Dead on 
Nov. 2.

The reason we 
are doing this is 

to tell the people that 
[the day is] not just 
something that is sad. It 
is a time to be in prayer 
and offer the Mass on 
Nov. 2 for those loved 
ones.”

Lucy Bernal, director of religious 
education at Blessed Sacrament 

Parish, Kansas City, Kansas

“
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By Brianna Sluder
Special to The Leaven

ATCHISON —  More than 
100 students gathered in the 
crypt of St. Benedict’s Ab-
bey here to join Archbishop 

Joseph F. Naumann for an evening of 
prayer, praise and worship, and cat-
echesis.

The archbishop traveled to the 
Benedictine College campus for “Trust 
One Greater” on  Nov. 3. These events 
are an opportunity to bring the arch-
bishop and the young people of the 
archdiocese together. 

“This is a chance for me to spend 
time with young adults and accompa-
ny them in their spiritual journey,” said 
Archbishop Naumann. “It also helps 
me to know what young people are 
thinking and what the church can do to 
assist them.”

Those gathered had the opportunity 
to ask the archbishop questions before 
eucharistic  adoration and praise and 
worship.

In response to a question asking 
how the young people can give back to 
him, the archbishop answered, “Seeing 
all of you here is a great strength and 
great encouragement to me. You can 
help us reach other young people and 
be a witness to your peers.”

In his comments, the archbishop 
shared, in particular, about the need to 
foster a personal relationship with the 
Lord.

“It’s important to have a strong re-
lationship with Christ and with men 
and women who support you in hav-
ing a virtuous life and doing the noble 
thing,” he said. “The world is longing 
for the Gospel and longing for real joy. 
The world that I grew up in was much 
more supportive of being a Christian; 
there are a lot of people in the world 
today who resist the Gospel and fight 
it.”

This stuck out to Benedictine Col-
lege sophomore Ruthie Gross. 

“I was most struck by the humili-
ty of the archbishop, and the wisdom 
he shared with us was valuable and 
unique,” said Gross. “I was inspired es-
pecially in his talking about a personal 
relationship with Jesus.”

Archbishop Naumann also spoke to 
those gathered about prayer and know-
ing God’s will. 

“It is so easy to get swept into what 
the world is telling us,” he said. “Some-
times it can be very self-serving. 

“Try to have a balanced life. Give 
God quality time in the day. Ask the 
Lord what he wants you to do.”

“The Holy Spirit can be the forgot-
ten person of the Trinity,” the arch-
bishop continued. “For me, the Holy 
Spirit reveals what God is directing 
me to do. The Holy Spirit is my go-to 
person for strength, wisdom, courage 
—  all of those things.”

The last question asked was how 
to respond to someone who says that 
they think God is calling them to holi-
ness, but not right now. 

“You don’t know how much time 
you’re going to have,” the archbishop 
responded. “Why not fill it with im-
portant things? 

“The only enduring happiness is in 
communion with God. Why would you 
put that off? Why would you trade it 
for something less? He gives you ev-
erything if you do that.”

The evening concluded with a re-
ception and time for the young people 
to visit with the archbishop. Maggie 
Vettel, a missionary for St. Paul’s Out-
reach, was impressed by the archbish-
op’s visit to Benedictine.

“It shows us that he just loves the 
whole church. As his young people, we 
are really known and seen by him and 
he wants to speak God’s love to us,” 
said Vettel. “He becomes like a real fa-
ther to us.”

Leaven PHoto by brianna SLuder

archbishop Joseph f. Naumann leads eucharistic adoration during a “trust one Greater” event Nov. 
3 on the campus of benedictine College in atchison. 

‘give god quality time,’ archbishop urges students

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

OLATHE — The oldest 
parish in Johnson Coun-
ty is taking steps that will 
make it the newest, at 

least in terms of facilities.
St. Paul Parish in Olathe, found-

ed in 1860, will build a new church 
and school on 22 acres at the north-
west corner of 115th St. and Lone Elm 
Road, north of its present location. 

Father Michael Hermes, pastor 
since July, announced the plans in 
an Oct. 9 letter sent to all Catholic 
households within the parish bound-
aries.

The letter also announced that 
the sacrament of reconciliation will 
be offered at 3:30 p.m. and Mass at 
5 p.m. on Saturdays, beginning Nov. 
29, at the chapel of St. James Acade-
my, 24505 Prairie Star Pkwy., Lenexa.  

Rather than send new parishio-
ners south, the parish wants a more 
central location to introduce new 
and established parishioners to each 
other.

 “The letter was sent to all reg-
istered St. Paul families and also to 
all Catholic families who reside in 
the St. Paul boundaries but are reg-

istered at other parishes,” said Fa-
ther Hermes. “The reason they all 
received the letter was to update ev-
eryone . . . about our plans to build a 
new church and school, and to invite 
them to become active in our parish 
community.”

Additionally, in his letter Father 
Hermes asked that every Catholic 
family in the parish have their photo 
taken for a new parish directory. 

They’re going to need it — parish-
ioners are going to see a lot of new 
faces.

St. Paul Parish currently has about 
1,700 registered members. But anoth-
er 1,200 unregistered Catholic fami-
lies live within the new boundaries, 
although many formerly fell within 
the boundaries of Holy Trinity Par-
ish, Lenexa.

Father Hermes’ announcement 
was hardly a total surprise. The rec-
ommendation to build a new church 
and school was made in the October 
2009 Johnson County Region Pasto-
ral Plan.  

The reason?  Tremendous growth 
in the area and prospects for more 
— and because two-thirds of parish 
households were located north of 
135th St. 

“The St. Paul Parish boundaries 

consisting of west Olathe and the 
very western edge of Lenexa are ex-
periencing an unprecedented rate 
of population growth,” said Father 
Hermes. “The Olathe School District 
continues to build new schools, in-
cluding a new high school, to meet 
the demand.”

“St. Paul Parish is charged with 
the Catholic evangelization, forma-
tion and worship of west Olathe,” 
he continued. “We need to build 
capacity in order to accomplish 
our assigned task for the future of 
the Catholic community in west 
Olathe.”

The new parish site consists of 
20 acres donated by the Leonard 
McKinzie Family, with an additional 
donation of two acres to complete 
the tract.

 No date has been set for a ground-
breaking at the new site. The parish 
has hired HMN Architects for the 
project. The cost has not been deter-
mined.

“Construction of the new St. Paul 
campus will take place in phases,” 
said Father Hermes. “Phase One will 
include the school, a worship/activ-
ity center and an adoration chapel. 
Phase Two will include the church 
and more meeting spaces.”

olathe parish makes plans for new church, school
strawberry hill Museum 
opens for the holidays

the Strawberry hill ethnic museum and 
cultural center is celebrating its 25th an-
niversary sharing the traditions of yester-
year and preserving the ethnic cultures of 
the surrounding areas. the museum, locat-
ed at 720 n. 4th St. in Kansas city, Kansas, 
will open for the holiday season on nov. 
22 and run through Jan. 26, 2015. It will be 
open Saturdays and Sundays from noon to 
5 p.m.

scouts earn eagle rank
olathe — alex bentzinger and Kyle 

Frank, members of troop 240 and Prince 
of Peace Parish here, have earned the rank 
of eagle Scout. 

bentzinger’s eagle Scout project was a 
parish-wide book drive. more than 2,000 
children’s books were collected for a 
school library in olathe.

For his eagle project, Frank built a 
bench for walkers and bikers to rest on 
along the Indian creek trail in olathe.

kyle frankalex bentzinger
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By Joe BollIG
joe@theleaven.com

o
ne of the great lines in 
movie history is at the 
ending of the 1966 film 
“alfie,” starring michael 
caine.

In this scene, the de-
spondent womanizer alfie, walking 
along the thames riverfront, has an 
existential crisis: he’s experienced suc-
cess according to worldly standards, but 
he realizes that he has no peace of mind 
— which means he has nothing.

“So what’s the answer? that’s what I 
keep asking myself,” he says. “What’s it 
all about, you know what I mean?”

If only alfie had read “created for 
love,” the first chapter of “love Is our 
mission: the Family Fully alive,” the cat-
echesis for the World meeting of Fami-
lies next fall. chapter by chapter, “love 
Is our mission” is being studied in small 
groups and independently through-
out the archdiocese during the next 10 
months. but the first chapter deals with 
the purpose of our creation.

We live in an age of material wealth 
and technological sophistication, with 
competing visions of what makes the 
good life, well flavored by cynicism. It’s 
an age when many people think they 
don’t need God.

Yet, like with alfie, none of these 
things satisfy us and we still ask, “What 
is it all about?” as the catechesis says, 
“We yearn for meaning. a longing for pur-
pose is a universal human experience.”

the christian response to this age of 
confusion and cynicism is to place one’s 
faith in Jesus christ, who is “the basis of 
christian faith.”

catholics have confidence in Jesus 

because he is not remote from the hu-
man condition. he reveals to us who 
God is, summons us to live as God’s peo-
ple and take part in the divine commu-
nion, and remains as an accompanying 
presence through word, sacrament and 
his body, the church.

christians know who we are and 
what we are because God has told us — 
we are made in his image and likeness. 
our human dignity springs from our 
relationship with him. thus, we cannot 
even talk about humanity without refer-
ence to God.  and as God is a unity of 

persons in the trinity, we reflect that 
truth in our need to be interdependent 
with others, or, “to be a person, we need 
communion.”

how do we live out this interdepen-
dency? by loving our God and our neigh-
bor, and by entering into relationships 
— like marriage and family life — with 
the purpose for which we were created 
in mind.

So, “What’s it all about?” as the first 
chapter concludes: “We are made in 
God’s image and called to communion 
with him and with each other. this love 
gives purpose and shape to all aspects 
of human life, including the family.”

QUestioNs to CoNsiDer
• What is it about Jesus that 

makes him trustworthy?
• What things in life distract 

you from Jesus? What would help 
you become more intimate with 
him?

• What does “love” mean in 
your life? how does God’s com-
mand for us to love affect our 
choices, priorities and ambitions?

our very identity is tied to the Creator

we live in an age of material wealth and technological sophistication, with competing visions 
of what makes the good life. it’s an age when many people think they don’t need God.

editor’s note: Catholics throughout 
the country have been invited to join 
in the 10-month preparation for the 
World Meeting of Families in October 
2015. This reflection is based on the first 
month’s theme.

eaGLe sCoUts
Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: Scouts; 
or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.com. 
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lawrence and Virginia (Strand) 
Zidek, members 
of St. vincent de 
Paul Parish, ona-
ga, will celebrate 
their 50th wed-
ding anniversary 
with a reception 
from 2 to 4 p.m. 
on nov. 30 at 
the onaga Senior 
center. the cou-
ple was married 
on nov. 21, 1964, 

at St. Gregory church, marysville. their 
children and their spouses are: Paul and 
nancy Zidek, onaga; Susan and david van 
houten, Suwanee, Georgia; and Sarah and 
brian Wood, home. they also have five 
grandchildren.

Guadalupe (Falcon) and Jose J. 
T h o m a s , 
members of 
holy name 
c h u r c h , 
Kansas city, 
Kansas, will 
c e l e b r a t e 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 

on nov. 8 with a reception for family and 
friends. the couple was married on nov. 
7, 1964, at Sacred heart church, Kansas 
city, missouri. their children and their 
spouses are: ruth and Scott Keith, tooele, 
Utah; Frances Ferguson, Kansas city, Kan-
sas; Jose Jr. and tracy thomas, Parkville, 
missouri; and mark and teresa thomas, 
merriam. they also have 11 grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren.

Betty and eugene Schraad, members 
of Sts. Peter and 
Paul Parish, Sen-
eca, celebrated 
their 50th wed-
ding anniversary 
on nov. 9 with 
an open house at 
the Windmill Inn 
in Seneca. the 
couple was mar-
ried on nov. 7, 
1964, at St. mary 
church, St. ben-

edict. their children and their spouses 
are: bryan Schraad; Karen (deceased) and 
michael esslinger; John and cis Schraad; 
and James Schraad. they also have 12 
grandchildren (one deceased) and eight 
great-grandchildren.

lila (Arington) and Donald Glotz-
bach, mem-
bers of Sa-
cred heart 
P a r i s h , 
Paxico, will 
c e l e b r a t e 
their 60th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
on nov. 16 

with a mass, blessing and family dinner.  
the couple was married on nov. 13, 1954, 
by Father John Flynn at St. mary church, 
dawson, nebraska. their children and 
their spouses are: Joseph (deceased) and 
carol Glotzbach, council Grove; mary and 
Warren nold, Savannah, missouri; beth 
Glotzbach, Paxico; James Glotzbach (de-
ceased); dave and Wille Glotzbach, Pax-
ico; and dan Glotzbach, rossville. they 
also have seven grandchildren.

topeka scout makes eagle
toPeKa — matthew davidson, a 

member of boy 
Scout troop 46 
and mother te-
resa of calcutta 
Parish here, has 
achieved the 
rank of eagle 
Scout.

d a v i d s o n ’s 
eagle Project in-
volved the plan-
ning and con-
struction of two 

retaining walls at mother teresa Parish. 

eudora scout honored
eUdora — erick James Sherman, a 

member of boy 
Scout troop 54 
and holy Family 
Parish here, was 
honored on aug. 
21 for achieving 
the rank of eagle 
Scout.  

For his eagle 
project, Sher-
man designed, 
planned and led 
the construc-
tion of a prayer 

area for his parish. 

Matthew Davidson

erick sherman

aNNiversary PoLiCy
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 
70th notices. 
• Announcements are due eight 
days before the desired publica-
tion date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
• They are for parishioners of 
catholic parishes in the archdio-
cese of Kansas city in Kansas, or 
for those who have resided in the 
archdiocese for a significant peri-
od of time. 

Include the following Information:
• The couple’s names
• their parish
• the date they were married
• church and city where they were 
married
• what they are doing to celebrate
• date of the celebration
• names of children (if desired)
• number of grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren; 

Photo specifications:
• Emailed photos need to be at 
least 200 dpi. 
• Mailed photos can be any size.
• If you would like your photo re-
turned, include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope.

Send notices to: the leaven, 12615 
Parallel Pkwy., Kansas city, KS 
66109, attn: anniversaries; or send 
an email to: todd@theleaven.com. 



By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

L
EAWOOD — When the call 
came for students at Nativ-
ity Parish School here to 
support people with Down 
syndrome, they answered 
in a huge way — raising 
$3,350 for the Down Syn-

drome Guild of Greater Kansas City.
“A ton of that money was coins that 

we counted because kids emptied piggy 
banks,” said Maureen Hogan, student ser-
vices coordinator at Nativity. “That was 
extraordinary.”

What’s also extraordinary to her is the 
way it’s just natural for the students, par-
ents, faculty and others at Nativity to reach 
out. 

They do it every day.
Not because they see a need — but be-

cause they see a friend.
A friend like Kathryn Embry, an 

eighth-grader, who leads a fierce game of 
four square and embraces opportunities 
to act, dance and give presentations. (She 
was recently preparing one for science 
class on Thomas Edison.)

“Kathryn just makes every day way 
more fun,” said her best friend and fellow 
eighth-grader Emily Kramer.

And they see a friend like Jordan Locke, 
who is in the third grade, who comes to 
the rescue on the playground in the role 
of one of his favorite superheroes, usually 
Batman or Spider-Man.

“He’s funny and he’s really nice,” said his 
friend Lacey Hunter, also a third-grader.

Kathryn and Jordan both have Down 
syndrome. And on Oct. 21, both Nativity 
students took their places on the stage — 
to thundering applause from the whole 
school — to help present the money the 
school had raised to Down Syndrome 
Guild of Greater Kansas City and First 
Downs for Down Syndrome.

The assembly and the donation were 
Nativity’s way of recognizing Down Syn-
drome Awareness Month, which is cele-
brated nationally in October.

“I really believe we have a lot of kids 
in this building who would be really, re-
ally hard-pressed to explain to you or tell 
you what real big differences there are 
between them and Jordan or Kathryn,” 
said Hogan.

‘Make it work’
Hogan remembers going to observe 

Kathryn as a preschooler years ago when 
Kathryn was just getting ready to start 
school.

Church of the Nativity is the family’s 
parish, and so Kathryn’s mom wanted 
this to be her daughter’s school.

“It just never occurred to any of us that 
we wouldn’t make it work — of course 
we would make it work,” said Hogan.

Today, Nativity serves students who 
have a variety of special needs, whether 
those needs are visible or something the 
eye can’t see.

Nativity partners with the Blue Valley 
School District for some of its students 
who have special needs, said Hogan, and 
the students have a team of people work-
ing toward their success.

Having them in a Catholic school just 
makes so much sense to her.

“The kids are a gift to us,” said Hogan. 
“There’s no better way for us to teach our 
kids to see the face of Christ in every-
body.”

Hogan’s already preparing herself for 
what she knows will be an emotional mo-
ment: Kathryn — along with her class-
mates — will graduate this year.

“We’re going to miss her,” said Barb 
Burgoon, middle school religion teacher, 
looking ahead to Kathryn’s graduation.

“She brings this spark of life to my 
fifth-hour science,” said Angela Kopp, 
Kathryn’s science teacher and mother of 
one of her classmates.

It’s no secret that Kopp is her favorite 
teacher — Kathryn calls her by the nick-
name “B.T.” — for “Best Teacher.”

“She’s very social,” said Kopp with a 
smile.

“Sassy,” added Stephanie Fournier, 
Kathryn’s English language arts teacher.

But it is not only the teachers who 
appreciate Kathryn’s boundless enthusi-
asm.

Kathryn and her friends have been to-
gether since kindergarten.

“These are the most true friendships 
you’ve ever seen,” said Fournier of Kath-
ryn’s class.

Hogan loves to see the way Kathryn 
and her friends link arms and laugh walk-
ing through the hallways.

“It’s definitely a calling,” she said, “and 

it’s definitely part of our mission — to ed-
ucate kids with special needs. 

“But the bigger calling is to make sure 
that they have opportunities for genuine 
lifelong relationships with people — and 
that is something that happens in this 
community.”

So the mission only starts in the class-
room — and continues at sleepovers, 

movies, and get-togethers with friends.
“Kathryn doesn’t just have school 

friends at school, and Jordan doesn’t just 
have school friends at school,” said Ho-
gan.

They play sports on the regular school 
teams, and Kathryn and Emily have 
camped together for the past few years at 
Prairie Star Ranch in Williamsburg.

Kathryn even tried the zip line this 
past year.

“It’s scary at first because you’re afraid 
you’d fall,” said Kathryn.

“But you didn’t!” said Emily.
Kathryn’s friends always have her 

back, just as she has theirs.
“I’ve never had to ever ask one of them 

to help her with anything, nor have I ever 
had to ask Kathryn to help somebody 
else,” said Fournier. “She is also the one 
who steps in.”

Emily describes Kathryn’s annual pool 
party for her birthday as “the best party 
of the year.”

The eighth-graders this year donated 
money for students with special needs at 
a school in Guatemala instead of bringing 
gifts.

Welcoming environment
Jordan’s birthday coincides with a 

classmate’s, and the other child’s family 
surprised his family by throwing a party 
for both boys last year.

Jordan came to Nativity at the very 
end of his first-grade year from a public 
school in Missouri.

When they first inquired about enroll-
ing Jordan, his parents John and Cindy 
Locke were assured by Nativity principal 
Dr. Maureen Huppe that the school was 
familiar with Down syndrome, and that 
everyone would welcome Jordan.

And even with just six weeks remain-
ing in that school year, they wanted him 
to start right away to make the transition 
as seamless as possible.

Within 48 hours of his arrival, an email 
went out to the whole staff and Jordan’s 
parents, a gesture that really impressed 
the Lockes.

Cindy will never forget watching 
Bill Powers, who teaches middle school 
math, hold out his hand and introduce 
himself to Jordan in the crosswalk during 
Jordan’s first week.

“It’s nice to meet you,” said Powers. 

“I’m going to be your eighth-grade teach-
er.”

The school even invited in the Down 
Syndrome Guild to educate Jordan’s new 
classmates on what it’s like for him to go 
through a school day.

The students tried on big mitts so they 
could picture what it feels like when Jor-
dan writes, said Cindy.

They took steps with weights on their 
legs so they could feel how he might get 
tired.

And they impressed the representative 
from the guild with their questions, said 
Cindy.

“She’s never seen kids that young be 
so interested in ‘What can we do to help 
Jordan?’ instead of asking, ‘Why is it this 
way?’” she said.

The students are quick to step in, 
whether it’s to help tie a shoe or to open 
something.

“I’ve never had to ask them to help 
him,” said Susan May, Jordan’s third-
grade teacher. It’s always natural, and it 
comes from a friendship, not from the 
idea of taking care of him, she said.

Jordan reads well, but loves to settle 
down for Drop Everything and Read time 
with friends — and they love reading 
with him.

Lacey is happy to play superheroes.
“He usually chooses for me,” she said. 

“He just tells me, and I don’t care.”
She can’t imagine her school without 

Jordan.
Third-grader Matt Theisen agrees, 

thinking of a funny moment as the class 
recently got to know its new gecko.

“We were talking about how our gecko 
can lose its tail,” explained Matt.

And when their teacher asked what 
Jordan was having for lunch that day, he 
answered, “Spaghetti with a hint of lizard 
tail!”

Administrators and students alike are 
always receptive to hearing new ways to 
help Jordan learn.

 “They’re all interested in doing 
whatever they can to help Kathryn and 
Jordan succeed in whatever way,” said 
Cindy.

The Lockes have since joined Church 
of the Nativity, transitioning from their 
previous parish on the Missouri side.

“Our feeling was we wanted him to be 
fully immersed, so we wanted to be fully 
immersed,” said John, and so Nativity is 
now their parish.

One of his favorite memories is of Jor-
dan’s first Communion.

“Was there a dry eye in the house?” 
said John. “What was really huge was 
that our family was here, and they got to 
see the impact that Nativity has had on 
Jordan.”

‘Part of the family’
Kathryn is getting ready for confirma-

tion this year. She’s chosen Bernadette 
as her confirmation name, and her older 
brother Luke as her sponsor.

Luke was also the subject of a speech 
Kathryn gave on a very important person 
in her life.

“One of the things she said was, ‘I love 
him because he believes I can do any-
thing,’” said Burgoon. “And those were 
her words.”

They’re words that people at Nativity 
wholeheartedly believe as well.

Lisa Hamrick, a paraprofessional who 
works with students who have a variety 
of needs at Nativity, worked with Kath-
ryn extensively before Kathryn began 
middle school.

She has no worries that Kathryn — a 
sweet and outgoing girl — will soar when 
she goes out into the world.

And she’s enjoying watching Jordan 
now build his wings at Nativity, where he 
fits in so perfectly.

“They’re just part of the family,” said 
Hamrick.

The kids are 
a gift to us. 
There’s no 
better way 
for us to teach 
our kids to see 
the face of 
christ in 
everybody.”

Maureen hogan, 
student services coordinator 

at Nativity school

‘‘

Part of 
the family

Left to right Grace kiewiet, Jordan Locke and Lac-
ey hunter, third-graders at Nativity Parish school, 
read together during Drop everything and read 
time.

kathryn embry, an eighth-grader at Nativity Parish 
school, reads a passage in barb burgoon’s religion 
class. kathryn and her classmates are preparing 
for confirmation.

Nativity celebrates Down syndrome 
awareness with heartfelt donation
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 world Meeting of families 
registration opens

PhIladelPhIa (cnS) — Philadelphia 
formally opened its arms to the world as 
archbishop charles J. chaput of Philadel-
phia told the U.S. catholic bishops nov. 10 
that registration has begun for the World 
meeting of Families next year in the city. 
the archbishop made the announcement 
on the first day of the annual fall gener-
al assembly of the U.S. conference of 

catholic 
b i s h o p s 
in bal-
t i m o r e . 
With up 
to 15,000 
a t t e n d -
ees ex-

pected for the gathering of families from 
around the country and the world Sept. 
22-25, 2015, organizers are planning ho-
tel and other accommodations plus a 
full slate of top speakers and activities 
for what will be the largest convention 
for Philadelphia next year. “the World 
meeting of Families will deal with a wide 
range of family issues where our faith is 
both needed and tested,” the archbishop 
said. “these are matters that affect fam-
ilies not only here in the United States 
but on a global scale.” addressing those 
matters in six keynote speeches and 67 
breakout sessions — each allowing for 
15-20 minutes of questions and answers 
with 700 to 1,000 people per session — 
will be speakers including cardinal Sean 
P. o’malley of boston, cardinal luis anto-
nio tagle of manila, Philippines, and oth-
er bishops, priests and religious Sisters, 
plus helen alvare, Supreme Knight carl 
anderson and author Scott hahn.

 supreme Court may have to 
rule on same-sex marriage

WaShInGton (cnS) — although the 
Supreme court just a few weeks ago de-
clined to accept any of several challeng-
es to rulings making same-sex marriage 
legal in various states, a 6th U.S. circuit 
court of appeals decision nov. 6 could 
lead to another shot at the high court 
weighing in on a nationwide approach to 
such unions. It is the first federal appeals 
court ruling to uphold states’ rights to 
decide that marriage may be restricted 
to only heterosexual couples. Four feder-
al appellate courts — the 4th, 7th, 9th 
and 10th — have said such bans are un-
constitutional. In a 2-1 ruling, the panel 
of the 6th circuit said  that although the 
question is no longer whether same-sex 
marriage will be allowed in the Unit-
ed States, but when and how, the two 
judges said it is better “to allow change 
through the customary political process-
es,” than through court rulings. “When 
the courts do not let the people resolve 
new social issues like this one, they per-
petuate the idea that the heroes in these 
change events are judges and lawyers,” 
the ruling said, in overturning lower 
courts in the circuit that covers tennes-
see, Kentucky, ohio and michigan. the 
Supreme court typically does not accept 
cases of nationwide impact unless there 
is a division among lower circuit courts. 
the 6th circuit’s ruling is the first to up-
hold states’ rights to prohibit same-sex 
marriage. as Judge Jeffrey Sutton not-
ed in his 34-page opinion, “four federal 
courts of appeal have compelled several 
other states to permit same-sex mar-
riages under the 14th amendment,” and 
19 states plus the district of columbia 
have expanded the definition of marriage 
to include same-sex unions. the catholic 
church upholds traditional marriage as 
between one man and one woman, and 
teaches that any sexual activity outside 
of marriage is sinful.

CINCINNATI (CNS) — Lau-
ren Hill, a freshman at 
Mount St. Joseph University 
in Cincinnati, described her-

self in an ESPN interview as the face 
of pediatric cancer and hopes her own 
struggle with terminal brain cancer 
will spur more people to help fund re-
search and find a cure.

Hill made national headlines — and 
maybe world headlines — with cover-
age of her as she took the basketball 
court Nov. 2 in her first game as a col-
lege player.

“I’ve just always wanted to step out 
on a college court, looking down at my 
shoes, stepping out on that wooden 
floor and feeling the vibration of the 
crowd — it’s just what I’ve dreamed,” 
she told ESPN’s Tom Rinaldi in an in-
terview that aired before the game.

“Pediatric cancer — it’s underfund-
ed,” Hill said. “I remember being at 
an appointment and my doctor saying 
that pediatric cancer needed a face — 
that’s kind of why I’m going after this 
game, because that’s been my goal.”

The regular season of the Mount 
St. Joseph Lions usually begins in 
mid-November, but NCAA officials al-
lowed the game to be played early to 
accommodate Hill’s dream of playing.

According to the news coverage of 
Hill, the 19-year-old learned she had 

inoperable brain cancer toward the 
end of her senior year in high school. 
She had already been accepted to 
Mount St. Joseph University and com-
mitted to playing on the team.

After her doctors told her this spring 
that her cancer had advanced and that 
she had just a few months to live, the 
university arranged to have the basket-
ball season opener moved up so she 
could play. Hill told ESPN that as her 
tumor progresses, she is losing feeling 
on her right side and her joints hurt.

“There’s two things she wanted 
from us and that was to be a college 
student and play in a college basket-
ball game,” coach Dan Benjamin told 
ESPN. “My real role and responsibility 
is to make her achieve this goal of hers 
and help her complete the mission.

The Lions played Hiram College 
before a sold-out crowd at Xavier Uni-
versity’s Cintas Center, winning 66-
55. The freshman forward scored the 
game’s first and last basket. More than 
$70,000 was raised during the game 
for an organization called “The Cure 
Starts Now” to help support pediatric 
brain cancer research.

Hill also was named the Heartland 
Collegiate Athletic Conference Wom-
en’s Basketball Player of the Week.

In her battle against cancer, Hill told 
ESPN: “Sometimes I’m winning, some-

times I won’t admit I’m losing, but it’s 
a constant struggle. Today I want to 
keep living and keep cherishing the 
moment.”

“Knowing that there’s nothing they 
can do [to stop the cancer] is the hard-
est,” she said tearfully in the ESPN 
interview. “All they can do is give me 
more steroids and help me through the 
death process. That’s the hardest.”

Her mom and dad, Lisa and Brent 
Hill, also were featured in the ESPN 
story. About the game, Lisa said, “The 
victory is just making sure she’s up-
right and she gets to walk on that 
court.”

In a commentary in The Catholic 
Telegraph, newspaper of the Cincin-
nati Archdiocese, John Stegeman, the 
paper’s new media editor, called Hill 
“a witness to life.”

“Various reports suggest Hill has 
until December to live. It isn’t clear,” 
he wrote. “She knows the end of her 
life is coming, but she doesn’t know 
when. In the time she has, she will live 
more fully than many of us ever do. 
Lauren Hill is truly dying with dignity.

“I don’t know exactly how I’d react 
to a terminal diagnosis. But I do have 
hope,” said Stegeman. “Whenever I die 
— be it sudden or prolonged, painful 
or painless — I pray to God that I face 
it like Lauren Hill.”

By Beth Griffin
Catholic News Service

NEW YORK (CNS) — In a 
long-awaited but nonethe-
less stunning announce-
ment, the Archdiocese of 

New York said Nov. 2 it would merge 
112 of its 368 parishes into 55, effective-
ly shuttering at least 31 churches by 
Aug. 1, 2015.

Twenty-four of the merged parishes 
will continue to celebrate scheduled 
Masses and sacraments at two sites.

Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New 
York said the painful reorganization is 
a necessary adjustment to historic par-
ish infrastructure that will strengthen 
the Catholic Church in the archdio-
cese. “The parish is the people and the 
people have to be cared for. What’s 
most important is the faith continues, 
the Eucharist continues and the sacra-
ments continue,” he said.

The cardinal spoke to Catholic 
News Service and Catholic New York 
together after the mergers were an-
nounced. He said All Souls’ Day was a 
fitting time to break the news because 
the feast and the decisions are not 
about dying, but rising.

“It’s about what Pope Benedict said, 
‘The vine has to be pruned once in a 
while if it’s going to grow,’” the cardi-
nal said, “and it’s about what Pope St. 
John Paul II said, ‘We’re into mission 
and not maintenance’ and it’s about 
what Pope Francis said, ‘The church 
is not about building structures. It’s 
about welcome, love, mercy, service, 
embracing and inviting.’ It’s about 
going ahead and not getting bogged 
down in the past.”

The cardinal said the math shows 
an awkward, lopsided distribution 
of parishes that is inconsistent with 
Catholic population, especially in 
Manhattan. He said 25 percent of the 
parishes of the archdiocese are locat-
ed in that borough, yet only 12 percent 

of the Catholic population is there. In 
Manhattan, 28 parishes will merge to 
form 13 and nine sites will no longer 
hold weekly Mass, although they may 
be used on special occasions.

Cardinal Dolan said the process was 
not an easy one and the announcement 
caused understandable anger and hurt. 
“We know there’s going to be a lot of 
tears, a lot of shouts, a lot of cussing 
and we need to be patient with peo-
ple and listen to them, but there’s a lot 
of trust and growth and strength that 
come out of this.”

The mergers are the culmination of 
a five-year pastoral planning process 
known as Making All Things New, 
which sought input from 368 parish-
es clustered into 75 groups, as well 
as a 40-person advisory committee, 
the archdiocesan priests’ council and 
archdiocesan staff.

Cardinal Dolan said the restruc-

turing is not the result of a shortage 
of priests, but from a shortage of the 
faithful. “They’re not coming anymore 
and we have to get them back.”

He said a Catholics Come Home 
program planned several years ago 
was canceled because some pastors 
“are so oppressed by bills and mainte-
nance that we can’t do mission. We’ve 
got to be talking about how to fill the 
buildings and not how to keep them 
up, insure them and tuck-point them.”

“We have to turn from being shep-
herds to being fishermen and [the 
mergers] will free us up to do that. We 
will have better utilization of priests, 
trained lay ministers, religious women 
and men who are involved in leader-
ship who aren’t going to have to spend 
all their time propping up places and 
are going to be better used at, grant-
ed, fewer, but much more vigorous and 
solid parishes,” he explained. 

Student with cancer makes basketball debut

archdiocese of new York merges parishes

CNS PHoTo/GREGoRy A. SHEMITz

a woman arranges portraits at a makeshift shrine created to mark the Mexican holiday of Dia de los 
Muertos, or Day of the Dead, at st. Mary of the assumption Church in the staten island borough of 
New york Nov. 2. founded in 1877, st. Mary is one of more than 30 churches the New york archdiocese 
will close by august 2015 as part of a reorganization initiative that will merge 112 parishes into 55. 
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By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Commemorating the 25th 
anniversary of the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, Pope Fran-

cis said the sudden end to the division 
of Europe was prepared by the prayers 
and sacrifice of many people, includ-
ing St. John Paul II.

After reciting the Angelus prayer 
Nov. 9 with visitors in St. Peter’s 
Square, Pope Francis spoke about the 
25th anniversary of the wall coming 
down, a wall “that for so long cut the 
city in two and was a symbol of the 
ideological division of Europe and of 
the entire world.”

“The fall was sudden, but it was 
made possible by the long and hard 
commitment of many people who 
struggled, prayed and suffered for it, 
some even sacrificing their lives,” the 
pope said. St. John Paul II, he said, had 
“a role as protagonist” in the change.

During his lifetime, the Polish-born 
pope refused to claim personal cred-
it for the collapse of communism 
in Eastern Europe, but he knew his 
preaching and his support for human 
dignity and freedom energized the 
forces for change, particularly in his 
homeland.

In a 1993 interview, Pope John Paul 
said, “I think the crucial role was 
played by Christianity itself: its con-
tent, its religious and moral message, 

its intrinsic defense of the human per-
son. All I did was recall this, repeat it 
and insist on it.”

Pope Francis, commemorating the 
wall’s fall, asked Catholics to pray that 
“with the help of the Lord and the col-
laboration of all people of good will, 
there will spread even more a culture 
of encounter capable of bringing down 
all the walls still dividing the world.”

The pope also prayed for an end to 
“innocent persons being persecuted 
and even killed because of their creed 
or religion.”

“Where there is a wall,” he said, 
“there is a closed heart. We need 
bridges, not walls!”

CNS PHoTo/RoMAN PILIPEy, EPA

a woman celebrates as she awaits the release of balloons into the sky along the former path of the berlin wall in berlin Nov. 9. Commemorating the 
25th anniversary of the fall of the berlin wall, Pope francis said the sudden end to the division of europe was prepared by the prayers and sacrifice 
of many people, including st. John Paul ii.

Pope credits St. John Paul in fall of Berlin Wall

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
Pope Francis has estab-
lished a special body within 
the Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith to speed up the 
process of hearing and ruling on ap-
peals filed by priests laicized or oth-
erwise disciplined in sexual abuse or 
other serious cases.

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, 
Vatican spokesman, told reporters 
Nov. 11 that the members of the doc-
trinal congregation had been examin-
ing an average of four or five appeals, 
mostly in sex abuse cases, at each of 
their monthly meetings.

“Because of the number of appeals 
and the need to guarantee a more rap-
id examination of them,” Pope Francis 
has instituted a “college” within the 
congregation to judge cases involving 
priests, said a note from Cardinal Piet-
ro Parolin, Vatican secretary of state, 
presenting the text of the papal order.

A case involving a bishop accused 
of abuse or other serious crimes 
would continue to be examined and 
judged by the entire membership of 
the doctrinal congregation during one 
of its regular monthly meetings, says 
the order, officially known as a “re-
script.”

Already in May, the Vatican had 
indicated Pope Francis was establish-
ing the college. In a brief note May 19, 
the Vatican press office announced 
the pope had nominated Argentine 
Archbishop Jose Luis Mollaghan of 
Rosario to be a member of the doctri-
nal congregation “in the commission 
being established to examine the ap-
peals of clergy for ‘delicta graviora,’” 
the Vatican term for sexual abuse of 
minors and serious sins against the 
sacraments.

Pope Francis’ order establishing 
the college said it would be made up 
of “seven cardinals or bishops,” who 
may or may not be members of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. The pope himself will name 

the members, none of whom was an-
nounced when the rescript was pub-
lished Nov. 11.

Archbishop Silvano Tomasi, Vati-
can representative to U.N. agencies in 
Geneva, told a committee there May 6 
that, between 2004 and 2013, the Holy 
See dismissed 848 priests from the 
priesthood as a result of sex abuse al-
legations found to be true. In another 
2,572 cases — mainly involving priests 
of an advanced age — the men were 
ordered to have no contact with chil-
dren and were ordered to retreat to a 
life of prayer and penance.

According to church law, bishops 
and superiors of religious orders are 
required to inform the doctrinal con-
gregation of all accusations against 
priests that have “at least the sem-
blance of truth” and to work under the 
congregation’s direction in judging 
the case. However, the congregation 
itself can conduct the trial or even use 
an administrative process to remove a 
man from the priesthood.

pope speeds up handling of sex abuse appeals

New vatican financial rules 
increase transparency

vatIcan cItY (cnS) — the vatican’s 
new rules for budgeting and financial 
reporting, which will go into effect Jan. 
1, call for heightened transparency and 
consistency in the church’s central ad-
ministration and underscore the over-
sight powers of two economic bodies 
Pope Francis established in February. In 
one sign of the cultural shift they pro-
pose, the “Financial management Pol-
icies” were written in english and only 
then translated into the vatican’s working 
language, Italian. taking little for granted, 
the 45-page document, which the pope 
approved oct. 24, defines basic terms of 
international accounting standards and 
generally accepted governance and re-
porting practices, beginning with “bud-
get.” the document states: “the budget 
of an administration is a commitment, an 
undertaking to use the resources entrust-
ed to it to carry out specific activities. In 
one sense, it is a promise about how re-
sources will be used.” all organs of the 
holy See and vatican city State are now 
required to propose annual budgets for 
approval by the Secretariat for the econo-
my and review by the 15-member council 
for the economy, which includes laypeo-
ple as well as cardinals. Final approval of 
all budgets will be up to the pope. 

Mexicans express outrage 
for missing students

meXIco cItY (cnS) — cardinal nor-
berto rivera carrera of mexico city of-
fered prayers during mass nov. 9 for 
mexico’s 43 missing teacher trainees, 
who authorities allege were captured by 
crooked cops, killed by organized crime 
and had their bodies burned. the mexican 
bishops’ conference, meanwhile, issued a 
statement of solidarity with the families, 
who refuse to accept the authorities’ ex-
planations and continue calling for their 
children to be brought back alive. “adding 
our voice to theirs and to all of society, 
we say, ‘enough with so much corrup-
tion, impunity and violence,’” the bish-
ops said in a nov. 7 statement. everyday 
mexicans have taken to the streets, con-
demning the crimes committed against 
the students and the apparent collusion 
between criminals and the political class 
in parts of the country. the protests and 
outrage are among the strongest in re-
cent years and reflect anger with the on-
going insecurity in the country. 

vatican court finds no 
proof of abuse claim

loS anGeleS (cnS) — a vatican 
court has “definitively determined and 
ruled” that no allegations of sexual 
misconduct of any kind alleged against 
msgr. richard loomis, a los angeles 
priest, have been proved. the ruling was 
announced in a nov. 8 statement issued 
by office of the vicar for clergy of the 
archdiocese of los angeles. the ruling 
came “after 10 years of exhaustive in-
vestigation and canonical trial,” it said, 
adding that msgr. loomis “has always 
professed his innocence.” the priest, 
who is 68, has been on administrative 
leave and unable to exercise his priest-
ly ministry in public since 2003, when 
accusations were first brought against 
him. the alleged abuse reportedly took 
place between 1969 and 1971 while he 
was a seminarian. he was ordained for 
the archdiocese in 1976. he has served 
as a pastor and is a former archdioce-
san director of administrative services. 
When allegations of abuse were first 
made against him, an investigation as 
required by canon law was initiated,” the 
office of the vicar for clergy said in its 
statement. “msgr. loomis was placed on 
temporary inactive ministry pending the 
resolution of the accusations.”



emPLoyment
Corporate sales/marketing - An educational ministry 
of the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas is seeking 
a full-time employee to spearhead the new tax credit for 
low-income students scholarship program. Applicants 
must be practicing Catholics in good standing, be able 
to speak authentically about Catholic education, have a 
bachelor’s degree and a minimum of five successful years 
in the corporate sales arena, and be able to facilitate pub-
lic relations to increase awareness of this opportunity. 
The ideal candidate must be able to communicate at the 
executive level, have polished marketing and presenta-
tion skills, and must be able to communicate effectively 
and compassionately with a variety of constituencies, 
including business leaders and families seeking scholar-
ship assistance. An entrepreneurial spirit along with the 
ability to think outside the box is imperative. Interested 
individuals should send an email with cover letter and 
resume to: tcl@archkck.org no later than Dec. 5. 

sales professionals - We respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. We only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, Catholic Cemeteries 
of Northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees 
in our Johnson, Shawnee and Wyandotte County area 
cemeteries. An excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in 
commission is legitimate income potential for the first 
year. Training allowance your first 30 days, then draw + 
commission with bonus opportunities. Med, life, dental, 
optical, prescription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the 
many perks our employees receive. Excellent opportu-
nities for women and men interested in sales career 
and in helping people. Advancement opportunities are 
available for hard-working and focused individuals. Must 
be willing to work some evenings and weekends when 
our client families are available to see us in their homes. 
once you learn our formula for success, your schedule is 
determined by you. Please email your resume and con-
tact information to: rcarr@cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 
353-1413.

Groundskeeping – Catholic Cemeteries is seeking an 
individual for a full-time groundskeeping position. Hours 
are Mon. - Sat. Backhoe experience is a plus but not 
needed. Must be a fast learner and flexible on hours. 
Interested individuals should contact Sharon Vallejo 
at (913) 371-4040 or email your resume to: svallejo@       
cathcemks.org.

Music director - St. Agnes Church, an active and vibrant 
parish community of close to 1,300 families in Roeland 
Park, is seeking a music director to facilitate worship 
experiences that celebrate and strengthen our parish-
ioners’ faith journey. Five Masses are celebrated each 
weekend. Duties would include Easter week, Christmas 
and other holy days; communal sacramental celebra-
tions of first Communion, confirmation and reconcilia-
tion. The director is responsible for a range of ministries, 
including volunteer recruitment and support, musical 
direction of vocal choirs, both adult and children’s, 
handbell choirs, accompanist responsibilities, art and 
environment direction. The director will be responsible 
to collaborate and coordinate with families on  music 
for weddings and funerals. The director must be flexible 
and demonstrate good collaborative skills with staff and 
music volunteers. Hours are negotiable. Qualifications: 
Must be a practicing Catholic in good standing; bach-
elor’s degree in music or equivalent program of study 
required; knowledge and prior experience as music 
director a plus; supervisory experience and ability to 
speak Spanish helpful. Employment is contingent upon 
successful completion of interview with key members 
of staff, background check, and attendance of a Virtus 
program at the first available opportunity. Send resume 
and cover letter, including salary requirements, to: Direc-
tor of Parish Ministries, St. Agnes Church, 5250 Mission 
Rd., Roeland Park, KS 66205, or send an email to: gomez.
mike@stagneskc.org. Please apply by Dec. 5.

school nurse - St. Agnes School, 5130 Mission Rd., Ro-
eland Park, is in need of a school nurse. This is a part-
time position, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., Mon. - Fri. Please contact 
the school at (913) 262-1686 or send resume by email to: 
henn.patrice@stagneskc.org.

executive office administrator - The national office of 
the Ladies of Charity is seeking to fill the position of of-
fice administrator. This is an administrative position that 
requires an independent starter with experience in data 
management, financial procedures, facility in written 
and oral communication, good interpersonal skills and 
familiarity with Word, Excel, and some database work in 
Access. The individual should be comfortable with Cath-
olic social teaching and have a bachelor’s degree. Please 
send an email with your resume and references to Gayle 
Johnson at: office@ladiesofcharity.us.

financial representatives - Due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of Columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas City metro, Topeka, 
and Garnett - Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. We provide top-rated fi-
nancial products to our members and their families and 
will provide excellent benefits and training. Please con-
tact John A. Mahon, general agent, for more information 
or an interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@
kofc.org, by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 Topeka 
Blvd., Topeka, KS 66612.  

ServiceS
electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and 

south KC metro. Call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

agua fina irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

it’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

Visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Mike hammer local moving - A full-service mover. 
Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too 
small. Serving JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. Call Mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email 
to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

house and office cleaning - Honest, reliable; reason-
able rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. Parishio-
ner of Good Shepherd Church. References available. Call 
(913) 544-6982.

tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
Cristofer Estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Got a PC virus? error messages? 
Affordable, quick, reliable IT Service. Call, text, or 

email. 
Matt Karlin (816) 876-6619

mattcomputerfix@gmail.com. Sacred Heart Parish

Cleaning lady - Reasonable rates; references provided. 
Call (913) 940-2959.

CLUtter GettiNG yoU DowN? organize, fix, assem-
ble, install! “Kevin of All Trades” your professional orga-
nizer and “HoNEy-Do-LIST” specialist. Call today for a 
free consultation at (913) 271-5055. Insured. References. 
Visit our website at: www.KoATINDUSTRIES.com.

housecleaning - old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- 
ping, etc. A thorough and consistent job every time. 
References from customers I’ve served for over 17 years. 
Call Sharon at (816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 
(mobile). Serving the 913 area code area.

Quilted Memories  - your Kansas City Longarm Shop 
- Nolting Longarm Machines, quilting supplies and ma-
chine quilting services. We specialize in memorial quilts 
- Custom designed memory quilts from your T-shirt 
collections, photos, baby clothes, college memorabilia,  
neckties, etc. For information or to schedule a free con-
sultation, call (913) 649-2704. Visit the website at: www.
quiltedmemoriesllc.com.

bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experi-
enced Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consulta-
tion, call (913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.
com; or visit the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. 
We moved! Come check out our new office in Lenexa. 

Complete plumbing and bath
Master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile 

install, bath remodeling. onyx Collection Distributor.
Serving Johnson County for 20 years.

Member Ascension Parish; call Mike at (913) 488-4930.

for Quickbooks help
Call Ann Evans
(913) 406-9778

Member of Curé of Ars Parish

Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. Brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-genera-
tion bricklayer. Member of St. Paul Parish, olathe. Call 
(913) 829-4336.

tim the handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dis-
posals, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall 
ceiling repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, 
and gutter cleaning. Call (913) 526-1844.

Home imProvement
the Drywall Doctor, inc. - A unique solution to your 
drywall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall 
damage — from water stains and stress cracks to tex-
ture repairs and skim coating. We provide professional, 
timely repairs and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified 
and insured! Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 
768-6655. 

fire & water damage restoration - Framing, insula-
tion, painting, and mold treatment. Lead safe certified; 
insured. Serving Wyandotte and Johnson counties for 25 
years. Call Jerry at (913) 631-5241.

Concrete construction - Tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. Retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 

and hauling. Asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; 
references. Call Dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email 

to: dandeeconst@aol.com.

swalms organizing and Downsizing service - reduc-
ing Clutter - enjoy an organized home! Basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
Belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. Call Tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

NeLsoN CreatioNs L.L.C.
Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and Diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Local handyman and lawn care - Mowing, painting, 
wood rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, Hon-
ey-Do List, HVAC and windows. FREE estimates. Member 
of Holy Angels Parish, Basehor. Call Billy at (913) 927-
4118.

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. Don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

sta (sure thing always) home repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. Email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

adept home improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

Electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

home improvements - Thank you to all my customers 
for being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver trans-
plant. If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t 
hesitate to call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, ex-
terior painting and wood rot. There is no job too big or 
too small. Call Joshua Doherty at (913) 709-7230.

house painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

heating and cooling repair and replacement - Call Joe 
with JB Design and Service. Licensed and insured with 
20 years experience. Member of Divine Mercy Parish. 
Call Joe at (913) 915-6887. 

DrC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - Doors - Decks – Siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. Choose us for any window, door, siding or 

deck project and you’ll be glad you did. 
Everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

eL soL y La  tierra
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* Dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
hablamos y escribimos ingles!!

Call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

CAREGIVING
Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply look-
ing to improve your current home care quality, we can 
help. our unique approach to home care has earned us 
a 99% client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus 
families we have assisted. We are family-owned, with 
offices in Lenexa and Lawrence. Call benefits of home - 
senior Care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 
727-1816 or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, com-
panionship, care management, and transportation to 
the elderly and disabled in home, assisted living and 
nursing facilities. We also provide respite care for main 
caregivers needing some personal time. Call Daughters 
& Company at (913) 341-2500 and speak with Laurie, 
Debbie or Gary.

Caregiver - Nursing/companion. I can provide the medi-
cal care and household management experience. Live-in 
considered. Nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experi-
ence. Call (913) 579-5276.

WANTED To BUy
aNtiQUes waNteD - I buy older wrist- and pocket 
watches, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, post-
cards and photographs, Babe Ruth autographs, pharma-
ceutical drug store soda fountain and military items. Call 
(913) 642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

For SaLe
for sale - At Resurrection Cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. Today’s selling price is $12,000; offering 
this space for $9,000. Contact A. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

for sale - Ladies’ evening and daytime clothing. Coats, 
suits, sequined tops, slacks, skirts, scarves, size 8-10. 
Excellent condition. Call (913) 432-8162.

for sale - Double gravesite at Mt. Calvary Cemetery, 
Kansas City, Kansas. $2,800. Call Dianna at (913) 334-
4893.

Max’s rosaries - Custom-made locally for all occasions 
– first Communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. 
Rosary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do re-
pairs. Member of the Church of the Ascension, overland 
Park. Call (913) 400-3236.

residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
Member of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. 
Call Silver Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

roommate
roommate wanted - 69 year-old woman seeking 
Catholic roommate. 3 BR ranch in overland Park, fully 
furnished. 2 car garage. you will have your own refrigera-
tor, 32-inch television, laundry upstairs, 2 fireplaces, 3rd 
BR downstairs, new stove, stove vent, and dishwasher. 
Close to community center with indoor pool and park. 2 
blocks away from Holy Cross Parish. Call (913) 261-9904.

For rent
house for rent - Long Street In Shawnee, close to St. Jo-
seph Church. 1 entry level bedroom, 1 large loft bedroom. 
Kitchen with dishwasher. House recently remodeled, 
basement, garage with opener, large yard, very quiet, 
secure neighborhood. No smoking/no pets. Please call 
(913) 238-2470. Serious interest only. owner is member 
of Sacred Heart Parish, Shawnee.

vacation
2015 spring break resort condo - Close to all orlando 
attractions, including Disney World, Universal Studios, 
and Sea World. March 14-21, 2015. 2 BR sleeps 8, full 
kitchen, pool, lake, family-oriented. Golf/shopping near-
by. Call (816) 716-4676.

reaL eState
wanted to buy: I NEED HoUSES! I buy them as is, with 
no repairs. you can even leave behind what you don’t 
want. We buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. 
All sales are cash with no strings attached. Please call 
Mark Edmondson at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish 
member.  
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buying a classified: Cost to advertise 
is: $18.50 for five lines or less; $1.50 each 
additional line; Email:  julie@theleaven.com; 
Phone: (913) 647-0327

Center Stage P hotography

www.centerstagephotos.net    913.271.0703

November
Turkey bingo, sponsored by the 
holy rosary Sodality, will be held 
at All Saints Parish hall, 815 ver-
mont, Kansas city, Kansas, on 

nov. 15. Food will be served from 5 - 6 p.m. 
the cost to attend is $9, which includes 
one card, Polish sausage and kraut sand-
wich and drink. For more Information, call 
Pat Waliczek (913) 371-4728.

Advice and Aid Pregnancy Centers, Inc., 
is in need of volunteers and will be offer-
ing a volunteer informational meeting 
on nov. 15 from 7 - 9 p.m. at 11644 W. 75th 
St., Shawnee. For more information on 
volunteering in this ministry or to rSvP, 
contact mary newcomer at (913) 962-
0200 or send an email to: volunteer@      
adviceandaid.com.

St. James Academy, 24505 Prairie Star 
Pkwy., lenexa, will host its open house on 
nov. 15 from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. See the cam-
pus, meet student leaders, coaches and 
department chairs, experience the com-
munity, and learn more about St. James 
academy. For more information, visit the 
website at: www.sjakeepingfaith.org.

an exemplification for admission into 
the fourth degree of the Knights of Co-
lumbus will be conducted on nov. 15 at 
Good Shepherd Church, 12800 W. 75th 
St., Shawnee. all third-degree members of 
the Knights of columbus are encouraged 
to apply. For applications and further in-
formation, contact bill brocker at (913) 
631-6053, or send an email to: wbrocker@
kc.rr.com.

the Women of nativity and St. michael 
the archangel Parish invite you to attend 
a presentation on “The Virgin Mary’s 
last Home on earth” on nov. 15 from 10-
11 a.m. at Church of the Nativity, 3800 
W. 119th St., leawood. bill Quatman, pres-
ident of the american Society of ephesus, 
will share how his organization works to 
restore mary’s home, St. John’s tomb and 
other christian sites in ephesus, turkey. 
mary’s home was discovered in 1891 in 
ephesus by a priest. the house has been 
visited by three popes. all are welcome. 
there is no cost to attend.

the november holy rosary rally 
in honor of our lady of Fatima 
will be held on nov. 16 from 3 - 
4:15 p.m. at our lady of Sorrows 

Parish, 2552 Gillham rd., Kansas city, 
missouri. all are welcome to attend. For 
future dates, visit the website at: www.
rosaryrallieskc.org.

“Western Civilization: What a 
Good Idea” will be presented by 
dr. thomas noble from the Uni-
versity of notre dame on nov. 17 

at 7 p.m. in the Kansas Room of the Kan-
sas Union at the University of Kansas. 
this event is cosponsored by the St. law-
rence Institute for Faith and culture and 
the notre dame club of eastern Kansas. It 
is free and open to the public.  

“Peaceful living: Two Minutes 
at a Time” is a five-week support 
group for those who would like 
to experience greater freedom 

from stress and anxiety in their daily lives. 
the group will meet five tuesdays, nov. 
18 - dec. 16, from 12:15 - 1 p.m. at Keeler 
Women’s Center, 2220 central ave., Kan-
sas city, Kansas. 

a support group for caregivers is being 
offered on tuesdays from 1:30 - 3 p.m., 
beginning nov. 18, at Keeler Women’s 
Center, 2220 central ave., Kansas city, 
Kansas. the facilitator will be Jackie tig-
ges, mSW, lScSW. caring for a loved one 
who is ill or dying is very difficult and it 
helps to be supported by others. to regis-
ter, call (913) 906-8990.

Volunteer orientation to support 
women in crisis pregnancies will 
be held nov. 20 from 6:30 - 7:30 
p.m. at the Wyandotte Pregnan-

cy Clinic, 3021 n. 54th St., Kansas city,  
Kansas. learn about a variety of volun-
teer opportunities that contribute to up-
holding the sanctity of human life, from 
organizing baby clothing to counseling 
women one-on-one. there’s no commit-
ment. rSvP to leslie at least three days in 
advance by calling (913) 634-5579, (913) 
287-8287, or send an email to: volunteer@
wpcnetwork.org.

Keeler Women’s center, in partnership 
with Project rachel, will present “What 
I learned After My Abortion” on nov. 
20 from 1 - 2:30 p.m. at Keeler Women’s 
Center, 2220 central ave., Kansas city, 
Kansas. to register, call (913) 906-8990 
or call Project rachel at (816) 591-3804.

a Mass with prayers for healing, spon-
sored by archdiocesan charismatic prayer 
groups, will be at 7:30 p.m. on nov. 20 in 
the Father Burak Room at curé of ars 
Parish, 9401 mission rd., leawood. For 
more information, call (913) 649-2026.

“Bye Bye Birdie” will be present-
ed by the students of St. James 
academy, 24505 Prairie Star 
Pkwy., lenexa, in the St. James 

Academy Commons. Performances will 
be held nov. 20, 21, and 22. all show times 
are 7 p.m.  the cost to attend is $10 for 
adults; $5 for students under the age of 
18, as well as for senior citizens. tickets 
may be purchased in advance by visiting 
the St. James academy website at: www.
sjakeepingfaith.org. For more information, 
call (913) 254-4200. 

Ascension Marketplace will be 
held on nov. 21 from 7 - 10 p.m. 
and on nov. 22 from 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m. at Church of the Ascension, 

9510 W. 127th St., overland Park. there 
will be community vendors with gourmet 
candy and  desserts, handcrafted pottery, 
women’s fashion and accessories, jewelry, 
handbags, home decor, personalized gift 
items, holiday ideas and much more. For 
more information, call (913) 681-3348 or 
send an email to: dmaurer@kcascension.
org.

an Advent retreat will be held 
nov. 22 at Sanctuary of Hope 
Prayer and Retreat Center, 2601 
ridge ave., Kansas city, Kansas. 

For more information or to make reserva-
tions, call Julie at (913) 321-4673.

St. Joseph - St. lawrence Parish will host 
its fall fest on nov. 22 at St. lawrence 
Hall, 211 W. riley, easton. mass will be 
held at 5 p.m. a soup and chili supper will 
be held from 4 - 7 p.m. turkey and ham 
bingo will follow dinner. there will also be 
a raffle with great prizes and much more.

a memorial liturgy for deceased loved 
ones will be held at 8 a.m. on nov. 22 at 
Curé of Ars Parish, 9401 mission rd., 
leawood. Following the mass, the be-
reavement ministry will hold its month-
ly support meeting in the Father burak 
room. the topic will be “lessons in Grief 
from c.S. lewis.” For more information, 
call (913) 649-2026.

the St. casimir men’s Society will 
host its annual golumbki dinner 
on nov. 23 in the St. Casimir Par-
ish hall, 719 Pennsylvania ave., 

leavenworth. a traditional Polish dinner 
will be served from noon - 3 p.m. the cost 
to attend is $9 for adults; $4 for children 
ages 12 and under. 

Heritage all-ethnicity food and enter-
tainment festival will be held nov. 23 at 
Rockhurst High School, 9301 State line 
rd., Kansas city, missouri. mass begins 
at 10 a.m. in the rose theatre and is fol-
lowed by the festival in the loyola center 

from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. attendees will be 
greeted with lively entertainment from 
around the world and authentic foods of 
many nationalities. the cost to attend is 
$8 for adults; $35 for a family. this year, 
John morris will be singing Irish tunes, 
followed by the energizing gospel music 
of St. monica’s choir, the beautiful Fiesta 
mexicana dance troupe, and the lively hr-
vatski obicaj band from eastern europe. 
don’t miss this all-you-can-eat annual 
treat, now in its 25th year.

December
on the 155th anniversary of 
Abraham lincoln’s 1859 cam-
paign stop in Atchison, dr. 
Kimberly Shankman, dean of 

benedictine college and a noted lincoln 
scholar, will talk about that historic visit, 
the emancipation Proclamation, and oth-
er documents relating to the abolition of 
slavery. attendees will see a first edition 
of harriet beecher Stowe’s “Uncle tom’s 
cabin” from 1852; a first printing of lin-
coln’s emancipation Proclamation from 
the 1862 new York times; a journal of the 
Supreme court’s decision on dred Scott; 
and more. the event will take place on 
dec. 3 at 7 p.m. in the Ferrell Academic 
Center on the campus of benedictine col-
lege, 1020 n. Second St., atchison. there 
is no cost to attend.

the Women of St. Ignatius Com-
munity of Fort leavenworth will 
host its annual advent retreat, 
entitled “Christ the Word Made 

Flesh,” on dec. 4. the event includes key-
note speaker dr. mark Zia, eucharistic ado-
ration, confession, mass, a rosary, breakfast, 
lunch, and on-site child care. the suggested 
donation to attend is $25. For more informa-
tion or to register, contact the St. Ignatius 
coordinator at (913) 684-8992 or send an 
email to: stignatiuspc@yahoo.com.

Singles of nativity will host its an-
nual Christmas dance on dec. 6 
from 7 - 11 p.m. at the Church of 
the Nativity, 119th and mission 

rd., leawood. there will be music, food and 
drink. dress code is semiformal. the cost 
to attend is $20 per person at the door. For 
more information, send an email to Susa-
na at: susa_marcos@yahoo.com or Ken at:       
skiop@yahoo.com.

Sophia Center, 751 S. 8th St., atchison, will 
host a retreat, entitled “Advent Wisdom,” 
on dec. 6 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Saint bene-
dict urges us to see christ in all the people 
and events of our lives. Join Sister Judith 
Sutera, author of liguori Press’ “advent and 
christmas Wisdom from St. benedict,” in 
preparing to welcome the coming of christ 
every day this advent. For more information 
or to register, call (913) 360-6151 or visit So-
phia Spirituality center’s website at: www.
sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.
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Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555



The Book of Prov-
erbs is noted for 
its personification 
of wisdom as a 

woman. 
“Wisdom cries aloud 

in the street, in the open 
squares she raises her voice; 
Down the crowded ways she 
calls out, at the city gates 
she utters her words” (Prv 1: 
20- 21). That image reappears 
several times in the book: 
“Wisdom has built her house, 
she has set up her seven 
columns; She has dressed 
her meat, mixed her wine, 
yes, she has spread her table” 
(Prv 9: 1-2).

The personification of 
wisdom as a woman is partly 
based on the fact that the 
Hebrew word for wisdom is 
feminine in gender. But be-
yond that, it is also possible 

that the writer of the Book of 
Proverbs knew a flesh-and-
blood woman who exhibited 
that virtue to a high degree. 
The passage from the Book 
of Proverbs which we will 
hear as Sunday’s first reading 
— Prv 31: 10-13, 19-20, 30-31 — 
paints the portrait of such a 
woman.

Her wisdom is not the 

esoteric wisdom of the ivory 
tower. Rather, she uses an 
extremely practical wisdom 
to benefit her husband, her 
family, the poor and needy 
and, indeed, the whole 
community. She is extremely 
resourceful. That is why her 
praise resounds at the city 
gates.

That location might strike 
us as a strange place to 
receive praise. But the open 
space in front of the city gate 
was very public. The city 
elders would gather there to 
make decisions for the com-
munity. They would sit there 
in judgment as a law court. 

For this woman to receive 
praise at the city gates means 
that her wisdom has attract-
ed the attention of the entire 
community. It is not limited 
to the privacy of her family. 

This is extremely signifi-
cant because in the ancient 
Near East, as in much of the 
modern Middle East, women 
usually spent most of their 
time in the family home. That 
was their arena of operation. 
They were not intended to 
play a role in public life. 

In contrast, the woman of 
our reading stands out as a 
public figure, praised at the 
city gates. As such, she can 
provide an example for oth-
ers to imitate and aspire to. 

And now, even though 
those city gates fell into ruins 
long ago and turned to dust, 
even though the woman 
herself is long dead and bur-
ied, her example continues 
to speak to us through the 
words of Scripture. 

Wisdom still calls out to 
all who would listen. 

Ah, Kansas! You 
never fail to sur-
prise. Where else 
can you go from 

a balmy temperature of 72 
to a freezing 27 in just a few 
hours? Mix in a hint of snow 
on Tuesday and I found my-
self curled up and rereading 
this story from the late, 
great, Chicago newspaper 
columnist Mike Royko:

Slats Grobnik, who sold 
Christmas trees, noticed 
one couple on the hunt for a 
Christmas tree. The guy was 
skinny with a big Adam’s 
apple, and she was kind of 
pretty. Both wore clothes 
from the bottom of the bin 
of the Salvation Army store.

After bypassing trees that 
were too expensive, they 
found a Scotch pine that was 
OK on one side but pretty 
bare on the other. Then they 
picked up another tree that 
was not much better — full 
on one side, scraggly on the 
other. She whispered some-
thing, and he asked if $3 
would be OK. Slats figured 
both trees wouldn’t sell, so 
he agreed.

A few days later, Slats 
was walking down the street 
and saw a beautiful tree in 
the couple’s apartment. It 
was thick and well rounded. 
He knocked on their door, 
and they told him how they 
had pushed the two trees 
together where the branches 
were thin. They then tied 

the trunks together. The 
branches overlapped and 
formed a tree so thick you 
couldn’t see the wire. Slats 
described it as “a tiny forest 
of its own.”

“So that’s the secret,” 
Slats asserts. “You take two 
trees that aren’t perfect, that 
have flaws . . . that maybe 
nobody else would want. If 
you put them together just 
right, you can come up with 
something really beautiful.” 
(Found in “1001 Illustrations 
That Connect” by Craig Bri-
an Larson and Phyllis Ten 
Elshof, general editors.)

Yes, the holiday season is 
creeping up on us. In addi-
tion to nonstop commercials 
urging us to shop, these 
days conjure up images of 
people coming together, 
often to eat. And preparing 
for those guests involves a 
lot of work. Sadly, that task 
of organizing things usually 
falls on the shoulders of one 

or two people. I’ve already 
heard a few of my parish-
ioners worrying about how 
they’ll get everything done 
in time for Thanksgiving 
dinner at their home. 

I always feel sorry for the 
host and hostess of these 
gatherings. I wonder if they 
themselves ever get to really 
enjoy these celebrations. 
By the time these parties or 
dinners roll around, they’re 
exhausted with all that has 
gone into getting things 
— the house, the food, the 
family — ready. And then 
there’s the cleanup when 
things are done. Maybe 
that’s just the way things 
are, but it still bothers me.

Calling to mind the image 
of those “wedded trees” in 
Royko’s story might help 
some. No one person should 
have to face the hosting all 
alone. The trees remind us 
that we’re more beautiful 
and stronger when we’re 
bound together. As guests, 
we should go out of our way 
to see what we can do to 
make things go smoother, to 
ensure that the hosts have 
time to sit down, rest and 
enjoy their visitors and the 
fruits of their labor. It could 
be as simple as other mem-
bers of the family offering to 
each bring a dish or to come 
over and help set things up, 
or baby-sit the little ones 
for a bit, or stick around 
and do the dishes, or chip 

in to put the house back in 
order. Perhaps the hosts 
will decline these offers, but 
simply knowing that others 
are aware of all of the work 
that goes into making a 
gathering festive can make 
even exhausting work seem 
less taxing.

At the very least, a hand-
written, heartfelt thank-you 
note to the hosts should be 
the first task of each guest 
when they arrive back at 
their homes.

Perhaps the best re-
sponse, though, is to imitate 
the hosts’ hospitality — not 
necessarily in a reciprocal 
way, but to seek out instead 
those who may feel like 
“scraggly branches”: the 
poor, lonely, struggling or 
worrying people in our fam-
ilies, parishes, workplaces, 
classrooms or communities.

Adopt a family for 
Christmas this year, donate 
to Toys for Tots, bake some 
treats for an elderly neigh-
bor, go caroling at a nursing 
home, participate in a drive 
to collect winter clothing, 
slip a food gift card to a 
street person or, better yet, 
sit down and share a meal 
with them.

Any act of hope, com-
passion, generosity and 
solidarity will warm up a 
frigid, dark, 27-degree day to 
a sunny, bright 72. 

And that, indeed, would 
be something truly beautiful.

14  commentarY tHeLeaven.com  |  november 14, 2014

FATHEr 
MARK GoLDASICH
Father Mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Tonganoxie. He 
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.

Mark My worDs

‘Wisdom’ plays unique role in old testament
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iN the beGiNNiNG

sCriPtUre reaDiNGs

THIRTy-THIRD WEEK IN oRDINARy TIME

Nov. 16
THIRTy-THIRD SUNDAy 
in ordinary time
Prv 31: 10-13, 19-20, 30-31
Ps 128: 1-5
1 Thes 5: 1-6
Mt 25: 14-30

Nov. 17
Elizabeth of Hungary, religious
Rv 1: 1-4; 2: 1-5
Ps 1: 1-4, 6
Lk 18: 35-43

Nov. 18
The Dedication of the Basilicas of 
Sts. Peter and Paul, apostles; Rose 
Philippine Duchesne, virgin
Rv 3: 1-6, 14-22
Ps 15: 2-5
Lk 19: 1-10

Nov. 19
Wednesday
Rv 4: 1-11
Ps 150: 1b-6
Lk 19: 11-28

Nov. 20
Thursday
Rv 5: 1-10
Ps 149: 1b-6a, 9b
Lk 19: 41-44

Nov. 21
The Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary
Rv 10: 8-11
Ps 119: 14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131
Lk 19: 45-48

Nov. 22
Cecilia, virgin, martyr
Rv 11: 4-12
Ps 144: 1-2, 9-10
Lk 20: 27-40

fiND the LeaveN 
iN these PLaCes

onlIne
www.theleaven.com

FacebooK
www.facebook.com/
theleavenkc

tWItter
@theleavenkc

YoUtUbe
www.youtube.com/
user/theleavenkc

who to CoNtaCt aboUt . . . 

StorY IdeaS
anita@theleaven.com

calendar notIceS
calendar@theleaven.com

annIverSarY notIceS
todd@theleaven.com

eaGle ScoUtS
todd@theleaven.com

advertISInG
julie@theleaven.com

PoPe fraNCis
Pope Francis pleaded for the internation-

al community to take stronger, coordinated 
steps to “annihilate” the ebola virus and help 
the millions of people impacted by the disease. 
“as the ebola virus epidemic worsens, I want 
to express my deep concern for this relentless 
illness that is spreading particularly on the af-

rican continent and especially among popula-
tions that are already disadvantaged,” the pope 
said oct. 29 at the end of his weekly general 
audience. Pope Francis offered his prayers and 
solidarity with the sick, as well as with the doc-
tors, nurses, volunteers, religious orders and 
humanitarian agencies working “heroically to 
help our sick brothers and sisters.” “I ask you 
to pray for them and for all who have lost their 

lives,” the pope said. 
the day before the pope’s appeal, caritas 

Internationalis — the umbrella organization 
for catholic charities around the world — an-
nounced it would hold a special meeting in 
rome to coordinate ways to increase the work 
catholic charities are doing in response to the 
epidemic, especially in West africa.

— CNS

here’s a practice you can warm up to
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Few would deny 
that our so-
ciety today is 

experiencing many 
problems. 

Upon reflection, we can 
see that a great multitude 
of society’s ills are rooted 
in the misuse of our human 
sexuality. Some of these ills 
are: sexual activity outside 
of marriage; contracep-
tion; abortion; STDs; 40 
percent of children born 
out of wedlock; homosex-
ual activity; cohabitation; 
attempts to normalize any 
type of sexual activity under 
the guise of “sexual freedom 
and freedom of expression”; 
pornography; infidelity; rape; 

incest; sex trafficking; in 
vitro fertilization; and on and 
on. And, of course, these ills 
further cascade into many, 
many more problems.

As we know, our human 
sexuality is a gift from God 
and is designed and ordered 
toward good. Therefore, 
none of the above ills result 

from using our sexuality as 
God plans. Let’s now look 
at God’s design and plan for 
our sexuality.

God reveals much of his 
plan for our sexuality in just 
three sentences in Genesis: 
“God created man in his im-
age; . . . male and female he 
created them. God blessed 
them, saying: ‘Be fertile and 
multiply’” (Gn 1:27-28). And: 
“That is why a man leaves 
his father and mother and 
clings to his wife, and the 
two of them become one 
body” (Gn 2:24).     

Now, let’s consider more 
closely the first sentence. 
What is God’s image?  The 
Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states: “God is love 
and in himself he lives a mys-
tery of personal loving com-

munion” (2331). How then are 
we created in his image? The 
catechism continues: “God 
inscribed in . . . humanity . . . 
the capacity and responsibil-
ity, of love and communion” 
(2331). Our relationships with 
both God and man are to be 
rooted in love and commu-
nion, with love being defined 
as the giving of self. 

As we proceed further into 
the first sentence, we see that 
we were created male and 
female. God in his perfection 
chose to create two distinct 
genders. Why? The answer 
lies in the second sentence 
where we find God’s very 
first command to man: “Be 
fertile and multiply.” 

Why is this God’s first 
command to man? Remem-
ber, God is love and lives 

in the Trinitarian unity, 
which is life-giving. Man’s 
relationship with woman is 
to have the same attributes. 
And we see that the very 
bodies of man and woman 
are designed to be comple-
mentary for the “one flesh” 
union. 

Finally, in the third 
sentence, we see that this 
life-giving, “one flesh” union, 
designed by God, is to occur 
within marriage. 

God’s design and plan for 
human sexuality are clear. 
Our sexuality is an integral 
part of who we are as man 
and woman. To use our sexu-
ality to achieve good and 
avoid the ills mentioned, we 
need turn to God and follow 
his will.       

many of society’s ills rooted in misuse of sexuality

pilgrimage evoked servant soul in director

“We are 
pil-
grims 

on a journey, we are 
trav’lers on the road.
We are here to help each 
other walk the mile and bear 
the load.”

Like the proverbial broken 
record, this verse popped into 
my head daily while travel-
ing through Portugal, Spain, 
France and Italy last month 
while on a pilgrimage for 
the Catholic Foundation of 
Northeast Kansas. In hind-
sight, I think it was Mary 
herself spiritually prompting 
me to adopt a servant’s heart.

Archbishop Joseph Nau-
mann led the pilgrimage, 

setting the pace for about 90 
fellow pilgrims who helped 
rededicate our Catholic 
foundation to Mary while 
traveling to some of the holy 
shrines where the Blessed 
Virgin appeared.

In addition to the archbish-
op, our spiritual guides were 
Father John Riley, chancellor; 

Mike Scherschligt, the found-
er and director of the School 
of Faith; Michael Podrebarac, 
archdiocesan consultant for 
liturgy and sacramental life; 
and Deacon George Karnaze 
and his wife Etta, of Louis-
burg. Each set an example 
of kindness, patience, and 
self-sacrifice.

Before we departed, we 
invited everyone to submit 
petitions that we would carry 
to the shrines we planned 
to visit. I prepared a large, 
plastic, zippered envelope 
in which to carry the many 
handwritten cards and notes 
that we received before our 
departure.

As the pilgrimage ensued, 
the packet soon bulged at the 
seams with the intentions the 
pilgrims supplied from their 

friends and loved ones back 
home. We offered prayers at 
every shrine for these inten-
tions. 

On the third day of our pil-
grimage, in Fatima, we prayed 
the same beautiful words that 
St. Louis de Montfort used to 
consecrate himself to Jesus 
through Mary. We renewed 
vows of our baptism and gave 
ourselves entirely to Jesus 
through his beautiful moth-
er and, consequently, to our 
brothers and sisters, praying: 
“O admirable Mother, pres-
ent me to thy dear Son as his 
eternal slave, so that as he has 
redeemed me by thee, by thee 
he may receive me!” 

A week later, at the final 
dinner we shared as pil-
grims, the restaurant owner 
and a member of his staff 

serenaded our group with 
a guitar and a tambourine. 
Michael Podrebarac soon 
joined in. At my request, he 
sang the verse I had been 
humming all week from 
Richard Gillard’s “The Ser-
vant Song”: “Will you let me 
be your servant, let me be 
as Christ to you? Pray that I 
might have the grace to let 
you be my servant, too.”

The pilgrimage provided 
an unequaled opportunity 
for me to grow in faith and 
love. I thank you for allow-
ing me to be your servant 
through the office of stew-
ardship and development 
and the Catholic Foundation 
of Northeast Kansas. May 
God bless you with a ser-
vant’s heart throughout the 
holy Advent season.

roN KELSEy
Ron Kelsey is the archdiocesan 
consultant for the pro-life office. you 
can email him at: prolife@archkck.
org or call (913) 647-0350.

bUiLDiNG the CULtUre of Life

LEsLE KNoP
Lesle Knop is the executive director 
of the archdiocesan office of stew-
ardship and development. you can 
email her at: lknop@archkck.org.
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By Marc and Julie Anderson
Special to The Leaven

T
OPEKA — There 
was a time when the 
graffiti-scarred east-
ern wall of the Pizza 
Parlor restaurant in 
the Oakland neigh-
borhood here looked 

altogether grim.
Now, thanks to lead artist Dale Rose 

and a number of volunteers, the wall is 
a colorful tribute to local history that is 
only a little “Grimm.”

 Beginning this summer, Rose and her 
group of community artists transformed 
the restaurant wall into the “German 
Descent Mural,” a tribute to the Volga-  
Germans who came to Topeka during 
the mid-1870s to ’80s and founded St. Jo-
seph and Sacred Heart parishes.

Father Tim Haberkorn, pastor of the 
now unified Sacred Heart-St. Joseph Par-
ish and a descendant of Volga-German 
immigrants, blessed the mural on Oct. 5.

The mural is full of symbolism, ac-
cording to Rose, a member of St. Mat-
thew Parish in Topeka.

The mural pictures a wide range of 
images: from a classic onion-domed 
Russian Orthodox church to a ship rep-
resenting the immigrants’ voyage across 
the Atlantic to America to a wheat field 
with the phrase in German “Mein Feld 
ist die Welt,” which translates in En-
glish to “My field is the world,” echoing 
the scriptural reference to the world as 
Christ’s vineyard. The St. Joseph Church 
twin steeples with the clocks at “10:05” 

— the date of the blessing and ded-
ication — are also in the mural, 

as are  a wedding scene; the 
names of German-founded 

businesses, and some-
thing Grimm.

That’s Grimm 
as in the 
B r o t h e r s 

Grimm, famous writers of German folk-
tales. The mural depicts the farm ani-
mals from their story “The Town Musi-
cians of Bremen.”

And here’s how that got into the mix.
The Volga-Germans were descen-

dants of Germans (and some others) 
who were recruited by agents of Czari-
na Catherine the Great of Russia in the 
1760s to resettle depopulated areas along 
the Volga River near Saratov.

 By the 1870s, things weren’t so good 
in Russia, and railroad representatives 
enticed the disaffected ethnic Germans 
to come to America. According to local 
legend, the emigrants encountered the 
sculpture recalling “The Town Musicians 
of Bremen” at the Bremen train station.

The sculpture, which recalled a story 
about mistreated animals that left their 
homes to start anew in a place of free-
dom, resonated with the Volga-Germans 
and they adopted the story as an allego-
ry for their own lives.

Some families went further west and 
some ended up in Topeka, where they 
founded St. Joseph Parish in downtown 
and Sacred Heart in the Oakland neigh-
borhood.

Although the neighborhood is now 
mostly known for its large population of 
Hispanics, it was a Hispanic woman who 
reminded the North Topeka Arts Organi-
zation mural planning team to not forget 
the other major ethnic group that settled 
the area — the Volga-Germans.  So the 
mural contains the names of nearly 100 
Volga-German settler family names.

“The younger generations don’t know 
the story of their ancestors,” said Bill 
Domme, who co-owns the restaurant 
with his wife Joanne. “[The mural] is a 
way of educating them about their heri-
tage. To the older people, [the mural] is a 
way of honoring their ancestors.”

“I never forget each day that I am a 
Volga-German,” continued Domme. 
“When people ask me who I am, 
I always say first I am a  
Volga-German.”

A little ‘Grimm’ makes 
heritage mural grand

Dave rose places some finishing touches on the mu-
ral on sept. 27. Married to lead artist Dale rose, Dave 
has been assisting on a regular basis by doing some of 
“the high work” and carrying supplies to and from the 
site. the mural, titled “My field is the world,” is paint-
ed on the side of Pizza Parlor in topeka’s oakland 
neighborhood. the mural pays tribute 
to the German-russians who 
settled the area in the 
late 1800s.

Le
av

en
  P

Ho
to

S 
by

 m
ar

c 
an

de
rS

on


